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FROM 1875 TO l895

THE  HAWAIIAN  TREATY  AND  RECIPROCITY

IN January, 1875, Mr. Fish negotiated a treaty with the
representatives of the Hawaiian Islands by which there
was to be a free exchange of specified products and
manufactures.

By the fourth article the King agreed not to dispose of
any port or harbor in his dominions or create a lien thereon
in favor of any other government. When the treaty came to
the Senate it had no original friends, and it met with de-
termined opposition, especially from Sherman of Ohio, and
Morrill and Edmunds of Vermont. The reciprocity feature
annoyed them, they fearing that it might be used as a prece-
dent for reciprocity with Canada.

I was early impressed with the importance of securing a
foothold in the islands and I considered the exclusion of other
nations as a step in the right direction. The trustworthy esti-
mates showed that the reciprocity feature would work a loss
to the Treasury of the United States of more than half a
million dollars a year. This the supporters of the treaty were
compelled to admit, but after argument the requisite majority
ratified the treaty and upon the theory that the political, naval
and commercial advantages were an adequate compensation.
Upon the renewal of the treaty the King ceded Pearl River
Harbor to the United States. After the expiration of the
fixed period of seven years during which the two nations
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